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GONIZ BALD

MANIFIES T OF INTTIENSTTY |

Imtroduction by Peter Briyn

Gione Bald is an underground rockband, to
begin with. Thera is no doubtwhatsasver
about that. Neither is itwarny likely that they
will ewar escape the underground to reach
top 40 fame. And they should be happy about
that. Becauss the entertaining quality that top
40 music nesds to succeed is contradictony to
the quality that characterizes the essence of
Gone Bald: intansity.

Reading the half a dozen contributions to

this book —interviews, memories, pamflets,
evan postry —it is interesting how all those
writers circle around the essence of the group,
without really touching it. Been by calling it
‘intensity” | know | doonot touch the nucleos,
becae evargbody has a differant interprata-
tion of that expression. Andwe can be glad
about that. As soon &s you start noticing a
concept behind the magic, the magic disap-
pears.

Gone Bald is @ trio. The triangle & the most
stable angled mathematical form, inwhich
each angle is in touch with both other angles
and each side is in touch with both ather
sides. That makss the trio “tight’, but not
necessarily ‘intense’. The intensity of the

band comes fram that one man who founded
the group and dragged it through mare than
twiet e hard years of rock’n’roll. Razarblads Ir.
Pecple, also in this book, keep calling him
100% dedicated and that — only that! — is
what fuels the intersity of Gane Bald. Na mat-
ter if they play loud or not, spesded up, bluesy
of even a ballad, no matter in what line-up
the tric appears, the intensity is there. Also on
this new alburm, 100 Ways ta bacame cool’,
that has besides a number of audiostorms,
same of the quistest Gone Bald songs evear.

It can't be a coincidence, that dmost every-
bedy contributing to this back, brings up his

or her first maeting with Razorblade I, whois - |

kncam by friends as kica Kosawic. Heimprassas
everybody the first time you encountar him,
And that impression must have something to
diovwith the samea intensity that is in his aura
and cames with him wherever he goes,

In ry case it must have been in 1999 in the
Kalenderpanden, the famaus Amsterdam squat
that programmead underground-bands on 3
regular basis. l'went there ance to se= the free-
jazzgroups The Flying Luttenbachers and Lad-
dic Bolocke. lvica’s aan naise-jazz autfit Pink
Moka Quartet supported both American bands.
We got in toudh after the show. | bought him a
beer and he gava me a Pink Nois2 cd-r imme-
diately asking if | knew any venues where they
could passibly play.

Ewerytims cur paths crossed singe then, kica
came up to me and hugged me, saeaty and
srelling of besr, The intermational rock’'n’rol|
perfume. And there was abways the zame
erithusiasm. About the show. About future
plans. And akerays that same intensity. | knoe |
arn nat the only cne who experienced that. I is
arazing how emotional people can get when it
cofn es to Ivica — also the people whowrote or
wiare intereiewad for this baok.

And there is that "noiserack’-thing, of course,
Funny enough kica {and nobody alse) came
up with that expression himself. | remember
interdiewing the band for their tenth anni-
versary in 2004, when kica labelad his music —_—
‘naiserock’ and came with an almost acade-
mic definition of what that meant. Maw, three
years later | listen to 100 Ways 1o become
Caal’ and | hear & rockband. Maiserock? What
thie fuck! | hear intense rock n'rall. | hear

reck that comes from desp, fram the souls of
the muei cians, and that goes deep into the
souls of the listeners, Deap under the surface,
Undargraund. Forever underground.
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Gone BaH Is 8 misemck band. Nolsspck B

a bieast with mamy heads. Ower the years, the
band had drummers that plesed respectively

b=sc and loud patterns, sophisticated [aze
risrthms, fast and free styles, and preclse
mathematic styles. There were bess players
with & style deeply rooted In reck, others
witha more loase and Improwisatlonal ap-
preach to playing. The band has recorded &
three minute rocksong and a fifteen mirute
fres)arz track on the same day.

=

Gone Bald has been careful by plling up riffs, |azzy
Intenvals, best poetry and movle samples Into
nearly symphonic pleces of muse, but alsa e
corded a sewen minute sang bkesed on ore dngle
melody. And stll, there Is @ constant factor that
makes it passible to categarkze 1t all =& mals=mmck:
It's the wiclous guttar riffs that frentman ki,
better known as Razorblade ¢ has never turned
his back to. The original members ofthe band
had a background of hardoare and punk related
bands before they started playing nokerack.

TYEL S MO

uwoos HswEes &) snEsp

b

-:Ia',u. the three -:-rh;lnal rrr-_-ml:
played aﬁnalfarw.-ell rehearsa

Adfter jarnmlnq far Bojan and Wica
decided to change Instruments: Bojan sat
down behind the drumiktt and |

up the guttar, & fter a short ime o

r—
lke this, they realised that this lineup fit
them rf--'th- The chemistry In the roc

ache

th.:lt nlqrrt. I.III..:l Trld'll-'ﬂl..:I" wirked an I1H'|l|'
songs In edroom. The neet morning,
the three y men recorded elght

Ibe on two tracks and named the

ding ‘lesus |5 Caming Soon’. The day after

» had an avant garde tapelabsl called
Kekene Aquarium.

on Aprl 23rd, kornel Informed
them that he planned to re-
lezse the album. Twad -
ter quitting a band, there was
; band wiith an album
deal . This was dl
for the fact that

.ﬂFg In the first place b
Eiojan Elrll:l HI:!..:l hdl:l |:l|.1rl'H:|

Cwas Ina blur, we -:l-:l
'ﬂ'l.!'t It was the =

Armsterdam for ‘t‘ﬁ 0 wealks drl:l | |'|.1|:| the T--n-llnq
Cou d I:-r-;-.sthu r--rm.slr,u there. 'i'l'l'l.:lt '.l.'"'a.'-dr-:l

n
=2])] |:-I.=|rnln-:| 'ﬂ'll-' v e for
time already, and it left me at a terdble
d. Theywere due to kave at & a.m. the
[ rning, and thwf tald me, “If you wart,
oucan come whth us and we'll keap the band.”
After king @wake all rightthinkingaboutit, |
showed up at5 a.m."
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Trying towrite about one of your fewourtte bands, Inwhich you happened to pley forone year got kided out
af, and got more or less In touch with again...ls like opening & tube of mayonalse and, while warking those
damn french friesirma the hole ofyour mouth, making sure you don®t squeeze too hard. Hey ho, let's go.
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Remember the glgs. Remember the electrical thrills
agoss your back. Remember, always remember,
Because that's what it's all about. In the end, all
you want Isto be blown aaay by something bigger,
larger, huger than yoursslf. By musk.

and Gonebald did 1t. To me. More than once. Thank
God they did 11!

Gonebald 1s huouuuuuuuouuge! An engiclopedia,
a one mar's burning train, a burning trall, a snall,
a srake wrapping tself around you urtll your lungs
burst out of pleasure and paln at the same time.
Gonebald 15 a church, @ Gonebald song & prayger.
Gonebald 15 a planet upon tself way beyond the milky
way. Gonebald Is the story of a couple of kids with no
nall to scratch thelr ass trng to be cool as hell. The
story of belng as noble as the four musketesrs; which
rhyymes with beers (and tears).

ANMSTIEIRDANM

IWFTHCSUT 6OMEE - BALD
IS LIKE FRIZNGH FRIZS
IWFTTHCUT MY CIMNAISIE

Today k the Day s Steve Austin. Swans b Michad
R. Glra. Shedlac 1s Steve Albinl. debow s Eu
gene Robinson. Dazling Killmen 1s Hick Sakes.
Goneball 15 Wica Kosawlc, better known as
Razorblade | Razorblade I, the ambassador
of nolserock. & man you leam to love and a
man you lowe to hate once In a while. & man,
a soundtrad, a song for the endless highay.
sometimes way too loud and sometimes way
too quiet. The man Is not made of flesh and
bone but of muslc. Gne day he will Bow himre
salf up like all the times he blew his amplfier

up.

IAllHICH IRIZV
one of those days, th
Fm sitting In an Ameste
practice room. You kni
home, wour gidfriend |
you this look. HI honey,
okay. Mo answer. The tr
ght. Right In fromt of £
He's pushing a shoppin
raln coat flpflopping al
ankles. Ini the shoppin
blend of Albert Heljn -
oh no, Razorblade |r. |
blovwn-up ampl Hler. Stre
of yet anather repalrshe
Maybe right now, as |
1000 kllometres betwee
forward hils amplfier. P
nity here | come.

IWIHIZH IRIZVI
1995, my first encourte
of course In CCI. The
Bojan on drums, Mbea
gultar and wocak. The
a Gonebald song took
ma ks flwe or sbe, sever
ten minutes. Fd heard
earller on Radlo 100 it
Dlck Spaarenburg). Th
Lowie was presented anc
Gonebald plays. Gonet
audlence a safe couple
the middle of the destre
oymbal crashes to the
what fm dalng | Jump ¢
oymbal back, Jump off 1
to my place. (Lt did
ple of years later | wo
stage with Gonebald,
the dummer.)

After the glg sweating
and smilllng a5 f In a s
wen, Ivka polnts me out
me a free beer thankin
neous roadie act.






AN APPRIZIATICN IN

PART CNIZ

LIE1”S QST VISIBLE

A couple of venues In Amsterdam have wankhed
aftera vistt by Gone Bald - wipsd outof exlstence,
erzed fram memony. Some of these bulldings dao
still exlstIn a physical form but thelr spirt has been
sucked out. fts llke Gone Bald has drawn a slgn
next to the maln entrance, saying: we've done our
by we' re finkhed bere, now you take what's left
of It. The squat church at the Rijnstraat has actually
been torn down. Azart, the Ship of Fools, drifted
away to the far sde of the equator pulling kbose
eery underwater electridty cable on Its way. AKP
InZeburg, Entrepotdok near Artls Zoo - all gone.

When Gone Bald landed an Dutch shares Inthe mid
ninetles the Sleep Inn Arena was not the petyy di-
co It Is now, but & recking youth bostel In the East
of Amsterdam harbouring amphetarmine reptiles,
skinny grafters, nolse mongers and a handful of ks
budget stoner tourlsts from around the world. For
the three scrggy guysfrom Zagrebthis former nun-
nery must have felt ke heaven, and for a couple
of years tt was. | didn't know the real meaning of
the ward nolse back then but when Razorblade o
arrkved atthe arena and shook my hand for the first
tirne (1 think t must hawve been just after e bow had
finkhed thelr set In Ocbober “S5) | Immediately un-
derstood what he was so excltedly talking about.
ane month later | whtnessed the nolse of Gone Bald
far the first tirme In full effect during a fasthal at the
Arena. lwas the last glg Inthe original ine-up ard
I 'wish | could still Wsualze the o In my memary,
but rmy 23ing birain Is falling me. The Impresslon the
muelcare made was enough to draw me to most of
thelr gigs In Amsterdam and fiom 1998 on | saw all
the Incarnations of the band. A year without Gone
Baldwas a year not properly lved.

THRIEE
PARTS

by v ido Liber

Thee second line-up of Gone Bald was a perfact sym-
bloss of different muskal approaches: Razorblade
turring his guitar It @ dangerously atiracthee,
growlIng besst; Igor the [azz drummer, stoned and
concerrated at the same time, arms all ower the
place, making Gone Bald the most swinging noke
dudes around; Harwey on bass quitar quiet and cal-
culating like he didn't ghve a fuck, abways doodng
the best lower notes 2 possble, his all s==ing gpes
kllling every good Joke withina one mile rdius. Af-
ter a few years £ was Gone Bald the Third: " Manic’
Marc, mourting his arme behind the dum kit and
throewing hE torso onto his Irstrument, Etting his
body do the talking; B, the unamiling Indlan of
the band, not bothered by his sweeplng Mohawk,
hitting his bass Intultvely, belng multanecusly In
and out of sync with great effect. These days I1s
Bubba, drumming like an archibect, glving every
song Its solld structure and Stankey Deko taking
good care of basics. In all ine-ups the same thing
applied: mobody InHolland sounded ke Gone Bald,
and stll nobody does. Quite an achlevement. And
Fr rot s3ying this anly becauss somean: 5 proml-
sImg me a shitoad of dough right row:.

PART TTAC

ILIE17S GIET VISR AL
Gone Bald 1s the dythme s
of the beast. Nowords s s & e w8
floe, thark wyou very mess @ S 0 s & s
what the lyTls ane abol sl & s sen &
me If they sound right, 1 e
Ghie me CroEtlan frics amess e e e
one word, but | do prefe S
Its consonamts above te s el e
English wowels. English mes s me mas aiy
for a mekidy and mekdg o w8 sseas o e
asfaras Fmeoncerned. | e stmms oo maw
OminoLs, drEsing Fou clms el mg s e e
miaelstrom befone pulling s s e g s s
and squashing you bebasss Sy -
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Aslde from being menaces @ Fee ass L e
b plain fun too. 1fs s2mes basss e s
combined. During the e @ e petamm s
the band drills holes In s semass w0 e
you smile at the same Hse Sasiog Sl am
always able to ecamine S s siag = e
ter how complicated the cessmans -

busy Jumping, sha king ass s smaing e e
goes out walking, clalmsg ses e L
Ircluding thass parts alrsss
band members. Sometrss S S et s
performing, walking to the e & Be saie o o
sang llke the ones behind Se S . -
98, He's not afrald to tam o S e e e
plete the show wearing ey s S e
pants and cowhboy boot: @hes S Baaw & Be
middie of 3 guitar solo, s e Se e e
hi teeth drinking beey so@eas we oy -
note. Razorblade Jr 15 the e i ol e ey

ey . .
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